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TODAY YOU WILL HEAR FROM:

• JEN CIPOLLONE 

• MNHS COLLEGE & CAREER ACCESS COUNSELOR (CCAC): A-GJ

• FRAN MCKEOWN

• HIGHER EDUCATION ACCESS PARTNER

• PHEAA

• FRANCES.MCKEOWN@PHEAA.ORG

• 215-801-7097

mailto:Frances.mckeown@pheaa.org


TIMELINE

• SEPTEMBER TO JANUARY: APPLICATION SEASON – KNOW THE DEADLINES    (NOV. 1 IS 

IDEAL)

• OCTOBER: PARENTS COMPLETE FINANCIAL AID FORMS – FAFSA, CSS PROFILE (PRIVATE 

SECTOR), AND IN SOME CASE INSTITUTIONAL FORMS

• NOVEMBER TO FEBRUARY/MARCH – ACCEPTANCE LETTERS ROLL IN

• FEBRUARY AND MARCH – FINANCIAL AID PACKAGE LETTERS ARRIVE – COMPARE PACKAGES 

AND DON’T BE AFRAID TO NEGOTIATE

• APRIL – DECISION TIME

• MAY 1 – UNIVERSAL DEADLINE – SEND THE DEPOSIT

• VISIT SCHOOLS ALONG THE WAY!



COLLEGE EXPENSES: IT’S GOING 
TO COST WHAT?

• WHAT WILL PARENTAL CONTRIBUTIONS WILL BE?

• STAFFORD STUDENTS LOANS – INCREASE YEARLY ($5,500, $6,500, $7,500, $7,500): USE IT OR LOSE IT

• CURRENT INTEREST RATE:  3.73%

• PRIVATE SCHOOLS TYPICALLY OFFER MORE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

• FINANCIAL AID PACKAGES ARE AWARDED BASED ON NEED

• AID CAN BE IN THE FORM OF MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS, LOANS AND WORK STUDY

• FINANCIAL AID IS NEGOTIABLE – YOU CAN CALL AND SPEAK WITH FINANCIAL AID OFFICERS TO NEGOTIATE BASED ON 

WHAT OTHER COMPARABLE COLLEGES HAVE AWARDED

• FIND OUT WHAT PERCENTAGE OF FRESHMAN WERE AWARDED FINANCIAL AID

• LOANS ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH FEDERAL PROGRAMS AND VARIOUS LENDING INSTITUTIONS

• PARENT PLUS LOANS – NOT THE BEST INTEREST RATE – CURRENTLY 6.28%



IMPORTANT TERMS & FACTS
▪ FAFSA – (FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID) – IF THE WEBSITE YOU ARE ON TRIES TO CHARGE A FEE THEN 

YOU ARE ON THE WRONG SITE:  WWW.FAFSA.GOV

▪ FAFSA SHOULD BE FILED BY THE PARENTS AS CLOSE TO OCTOBER 1ST AS POSSIBLE

▪ FAFSA MUST BE FILLED OUT EVERY YEAR

▪ CSS PROFILE – (COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP SERVICES - $25 AND THEN $16) – SERVICE OFFERED BY COLLEGE BOARD COVERS 

QUESTIONS NOT COVERED ON THE FAFSA

▪ MANY SELECTIVE COLLEGES REQUIRE THE CSS PROFILE

▪ EFC – EXPECTED FAMILY CONTRIBUTION – ONCE YOU COMPLETE THE FAFSA, YOU WILL RECEIVE A REPORT FROM EACH 

COLLEGE WITH THE EFC

▪ EFC IS THE AMOUNT OF MONEY THE GOVERNMENT HAS DETERMINED YOU AND YOUR PARENTS SHOULD BE ABLE TO PAY 

FOR THE UPCOMING YEAR OF COLLEGE

▪ COLLEGES LOOK AT EFC – ONCE COLLEGES RECEIVE YOUR EFC, THEY WILL DETERMINE HOW THEY CAN HELP YOU MAKE 

UP THE DIFFERENCE

http://www.fafsa.gov/


TERMS & FACTS CON’T
• COLLEGES WILL MAKE UP DIFFERENCE BY COMBINING LOANS, GRANTS, SCHOLARSHIPS AND WORK-STUDY

• FINANCIAL AID OFFICERS – SHARE ANY UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES WITH A POTENTIAL COLLEGE (SUCH AS A DEATH, 

DIVORCE, MEDICAL EXPENSES, LOSS OF INCOME, ETC.)

• SCHOLARSHIPS: MONEY THAT YOU DO NOT NEED TO PAY BACK AND USUALLY IS TIED TO SOME KIND OF TALENT, 

ORGANIZATION, ATHLETICS, ACADEMICS, CLUB, RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS, ROTARY, ETC.

• GRANTS: MONEY THAT YOU DON’T NEED TO PAY BACK THAT IS USUALLY DETERMINED BY NEED – COMES FROM THE 

GOVERNMENT OR THE UNIVERSITY

• LOANS: MONEY THAT NEEDS TO BE PAID BACK AND IS PART OF MOST STUDENT AID PACKAGES

• WORK-STUDY: FOURTH KIND OF FINANCIAL AID – USUALLY INVOLVES A PART-TIME JOB WHILE YOU ARE IN COLLEGE

• NCAA: STUDENTS CONSIDERING COLLEGIATE ATHLETICS (DIV I OR II) – NCAA CLEARINGHOUSE: 

HTTPS://WEB3.NCAA.ORG/ECWR3/

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/


EFC = TBL
➢EFC:  ESTIMATED FAMILY CONTRIBUTION (THIS DOES NOT CHANGE)

➢TBL:  THE BOTTOM LINE

PSU BC UMD

TUITION 18,500 60,000 37,000   

ROOM & BOARD/FEES 15,000 17,000 15,000

COA 33,500 77,000 52,000

GRANTS/ MERIT/ AID   0 25,000 10,000

LOANS  5,500        5,500 5,500

28,000 46,500 36,500

EFC   10,000 10,000 10,000

GAP (TBL) 18,000 36,500 26,500



Penn State Pitt Syracuse Bucknell Villanova UDel Cornell

COA: Cost of attendance

Tuition & fees 18,500 19,700 56,000 58,000 58,000 36,000 59,300

Room & board 12,000 12,000 16,500 14,500 15,000 14,000 15,700

Books & supplies 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000

Cost of Attendance 32,500 33,700 74,500 74,500 75,000 52,000 77,000

Financial Aid

Grants 3,770 3,770 3,770 3,770 3,770 3,770 3,770

Scholarships 12,000 10,000 25,000 17,000 11,000 2,000 15,000

Other gift aid

Federal Direct subsidized loans 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500 3,500

Federal Direct unsubsidized loans 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000

Parent loans

Federal work study

Summary

EFC 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000

Total financial aid 15,770* 13,770* - - - - - You do the math!

COA 32,500 33,700 74,500 74,500 75,000 52,000 77,000

Gap



$CHOLAR$HIPS
• MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS COME FROM THE UNIVERSITY AND USUALLY ARE AWARDED UPON ADMISSION (BUT NOT 

ALWAYS)

• ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIP – LESS THAN 1%

• UNIVERSITY SPECIFIC SCHOLARSHIPS – CHECK WEBSITE – MAY REQUIRE SEPARATE APPLICATION

• SOFTWARE PROGRAM (I.E.: NAVIANCE) – HAS LOCAL AND NATIONAL LIST

• OTHER: FASTWEB, RAISE ME



COLLEGE WEBSITE SCHOLARSHIPS

• SOME COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP CONSIDERATION IS AUTOMATIC BASED ON MERIT 

– NO APPLICATION NEEDED

• BE SURE TO VISIT THE INDIVIDUAL COLLEGE WEBSITES FOR SCHOLARSHIP

INFORMATION – THERE COULD BE ONES THAT REQUIRE A SEPARATE 

APPLICATION





















REMEMBER: SEND SAT AND OR ACT SCORES

• JUST A REMINDER THAT MNHS DOES NOT SEND SCORES

• STUDENT MUST LOG INTO THEIR CB ACCOUNT AND SEND 

• STUDENT MUST LOG INTO THEIR ACT ACCOUNT AND SEND 

• MOST COLLEGES THIS YEAR ARE TEST OPTIONAL - EVER CHANGING



QUESTIONS ABOUT LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPS?

• GRADUATION CO-COORDINATORS:

• JEN CIPOLLONE JCIPOLLONE@MNSD.ORG

• TRACY JACOBSON   TJACOBSON@MNSD.ORG

• ENCOURAGE YOUR SENIORS TO APPLY!  

• SCHOLARSHIPS HAVE GONE UNCLAIMED! 

• YES, YOU READ THIS CORRECTLY;)

mailto:jcipollone@mnsd.org
mailto:tjacobson@mnsd.org


CCAC DEPARTMENT

• MRS. JEN CIPOLLONE JCIPOLLONE@MNSD.ORG A-GJ

• MR. SHANE ELISON SELISON@MNSD.ORG GK-N

• MS. TRACY JACOBSON TJACOBSON@MNSD.ORG 0-Z

• MRS. JOANNE GOODMAN JGOODMAN@MNSD.ORG CCAC SECRETARY

• WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!!

mailto:jcipollone@mnsd.org
mailto:selison@mnsd.org
mailto:tjacobson@mnsd.org
mailto:dfallows@mnsd.org

